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In the field of political knowledge and common
sense Li was sufficiently far ahead of his generation
to perceive that under Chinese leadership the Chinese
army could never hope to hold the   field against
European troops, and he was brave enough to defy
conservative opinion by engaging foreign instructors
for his training schools and foreign experts for Hs
forts, arsenals, and dockyards.    Herein, indeed, lay
his chief claim to merit as the administrator of naval
and military affairs :  his knowledge of a vital truth
to  which his  colleagues  remained  blind,  and the
courage to act single-handed upon that knowledge.
When he came to the Viceroyalty of Chihli in 1870
and took over from Tseng Kuo-fan troops which, as
Chinese levies went, were above the average, he might
easily have rested on his Taiping laurels.    But his
introduction to European methods of warfare during
his association with Ward, Burgevine, and Gordon,
and the experiences which he had gained in the estab-
lishment of the arsenal at Nanking, had made a
powerful impression on his active mind.   Forthwith
he proceeded to work energetically at the reorganisa-
tion of his Viceregal army and the construction of
a navy on Western models.   In explaining and justi-
fying his policy to the Throne he stated that his object
in employing foreign advisers and introducing foreign
appliances was to bring China to a state of defence
capable  of effectively resisting  foreign  aggression.
If Japan, could do this, why not China ?   His object
was a legitimate one and his argument apparently
sound;   but  both were nullified, after twenty-five
years of effort, by his inability to preserve his naval
and military administration from the demoralisation
of mandarin corruption.